
NORTH WEST (INNER) AREA COMMITTEE 
 

SUMMARY NOTES OF A MEETING HELD ON 
THURSDAY, 29TH MARCH, 2007 

 
PRESENT: 
 

Councillor J Monaghan in the Chair 

 Councillors B Atha, P Ewens, M Hamilton, 
K Hussain, E Minkin, D Morton and 
L Rhodes-Clayton 

 
 
 OFFICERS: Christine Addison, North West Area Manager 
   Jason Singh, North West Area Management 
   Kate Baldwin, North West Area Management   
   Keith Burton, Chief Executive’s Department 
   Stuart Robinson, Chief Executive’s Department 
 
 MEMBERS Martin Cook, Headingley Network 
 OF THE Dr Richard Tyler, Leeds HMO Lobby 
 PUBLIC: Dr John Dickinson, Weetwood Residents Association 
   Pam Bone, North Hyde Park Neighbourhood 
    Association 
   Richard Coldwell, West Yorkshire Police 
   Katherine Mitchell, Labour Candidate, Headingley Ward 
   Philip Purkis, Local Resident 
   Penny Bainbridge, Cardigan Centre 
   Freda Matthews, Little Woodhouse Community  
    Association 
   Evelyn Davidson, Turnways and Laurel Bank Residents 
    Association 
   Taira Kayani, Burley Lodge Centre 
   Dr Max Farrar, Leeds Metropolitan University 
 
 
Chair's Opening Remarks  

 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the North West (Inner) Area Committee 
meeting held at the Burley Lodge Centre, Burley Lodge Road, Leeds 6. 
 
He personally thanked Taira Kayani from the Burley Lodge Centre who had  
given Members of the Committee a guided tour of the new facilities at the 
centre prior to the meeting. 
 
It was reported that the three Weetwood Ward Councillors had tendered their 
apologies which therefore resulted the meeting being inquorate. 
 
Following discussions with those Elected Members present, the Chair agreed 
to continue the meeting, considering those reports for noting only, with no 
decision to be taken. 



It was further agreed to convene a Special Meeting of the North West (Inner) 
Area Committee in April 2007 to consider those specific items on the agenda 
of 29th March 2007 requiring a formal decision of the Committee. 
 
Apologies for Absence (Agenda Item 5) 

 
Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillor S Bentley, 
Councillor J Chapman and Councillor B Jennings. 
 
Open Forum (Agenda Item 6) 

 
In accordance with paragraphs 6.24 and 6.25 of the Area Committee 
Procedure Rules, the Chair allowed members of the public to make 
representations or ask questions on matters within the terms of reference of 
the Area Committee. 
 
In summary, reference was made to the following issues:- 
 

• The closing down of an Illegal Nightclub in Headingley 
Inspector Richard Coldwell, West Yorkshire Police informed the meeting 
that arising from an ‘intense activity’ into drugs, the Police had recently 
arrested 30 people and closed down an illegal nightclub in Headingley. 
 

• Improved Cycling Provision through the centre of Headingley 
Philip Purkis, a local resident made reference to the above issue and 
sought the assistance of the Area Committee in improving cycling 
provision through the centre of Headingley.  Following discussions it was 
agreed to refer this matter to the Transport Sub Group. 
 

• Headingley Homes – Manning Stainton 
Dr Richard Tyler, Leeds HMO Lobby circulated a copy of the above leaflet 
and informed the meeting that to date more than half the homes sold 
within the Headingley area had been purchased by families. 

 
Minutes of the Previous Meeting (Agenda Item 7) 

 
 (a) The minutes of the meeting held on 8th February 2007 were noted and 

it was agreed to refer a copy to the Special Meeting of the Area 
Committee in April 2007 for formal approval. 

 (b) The update on issues arising from the North West (Inner) Area 
Committee minutes of the meeting held on 8th February 2007 was 
received and noted. 

 
Matters Arising from the Minutes 

 
(a) Transportation Report – Burley Road Bus Scheme (Minute 86(b) 

refers) 
 

Councillor E Minkin referred to the above issue and informed the 
meeting that following a letter written by the Chair, the latest plans had 



shown a reduction in the amount of guard rail by 60%.  She raised her 
general concerns about the amount of green space to be lost and 
made a request for the Council to consider the amount of space being 
allocated to car parking with a view to retaining as much greenspace 
as possible. 
 
Following discussions, Members requested North West Area 
Management to arrange a meeting between a delegation of Members 
of the Committee and officers to discuss the green space issue. 
 
(Councillor K Hussain joined the meeting at 7.20 pm during discussion 
of the above item) 
 

(b) Kirkstall Joint Service Centre – March or June 2007 Meeting (Minute 
86(e) refers) 

  
 Councillor E Minkin made reference to ‘Kirkstall Joint Service Centre’ 

appearing in a number of reports on the agenda.  She stated that it 
should have referred to the Kirkstall District Centre Redevelopment and 
not to the Kirkstall Joint Service Centre. 

 
 The North West Area Manager responded and apologised for this 

error. 
 
(c) Draft Area Delivery Plan 2007/08 (Minute 90 refers) 
 
 Dr Richard Tyler, Leeds HMO Lobby made reference to the Area 

Committee’s support to the proposal received from the Leeds HMO 
Lobby for the inclusion of a Housing Strategy within the Area Delivery 
Plan and to refer this issue to the Shared Housing Group for further 
discussion. 

 
 He informed the meeting that following a discussion with the Chair of 

the Shared Housing Group, it had been decided to establish a Housing 
Strategy Sub Group to consider a Housing Strategy for the area. 

  
(d) Headingley DPPO (Minute 86(f) refers) 
 
 Councillor D Morton referred to the above issue and commented on the 

need to have more input from the Police in this area. 
 
 Following discussions, it was agreed to refer this issue to the 

Community Safety Sub Group and for North West Area Management to 
address a later start time of the Sub Group to assist Members of the 
Committee. 

 
(e) CCTV – Hyde Park Update (Minute 88 refers) 
 
 Councillor D Morton referred to the above issue and requested an 

update on the latest position. 



 
 Kate Baldwin, North West Area Management responded and confirmed 

that the cameras would be installed and in operation before the end of 
April. 

 
Key Messages from Area Forums and Area Committee Themed Sub 
Groups (Agenda Item 8) 

 
The Director of Neighbourhoods and Housing submitted a report providing 
Members with the key messages from ward forums and sub groups that have 
taken place since the last Area Committee. 
 
Kate Baldwin, North West Area Management presented the report and 
responded to Members’ queries and comments. 
 
Detailed discussion ensued on the contents of the report. 
 
In summary reference was made to the following issues:- 
 

• mechanisms to allow the universities in Leeds to work more closely 
with other agencies such as the Police and the Council to resolve local 
problem and noting that the Shared Housing Action Group had taken 
on this role 

 

• suggested that  Council Leaders, supported by local Members to meet 
with the Vice Chancellors and for senior representatives from the 
universities to discuss student issues 

 

• to arrange a meeting of the Street Drinkers Group prior to 
consideration of the Well-being budget in April 2007 

 
(a) The report was noted. 
(b) It was agreed that the request from the Streetscene Sub Group to use 

the remaining 2006/07 skips budget to contribute towards the cost of a 
caged van and crew during the student change over period be 
considered at the Special Area Committee meeting in April 2007. 

 
(Councillor M Hamilton declared a personal interest in the above item 
as an employee of the University of Leeds) 

 
Well- Being Report (Agenda Item 9) 

 
It was agreed that in view of the meeting being inquorate, this item be referred 
to the Special Area Committee in April 2007 for consideration. 
 
Draft Inner North West Area Vision (Agenda Item 10) 

 
The Director of Neighbourhoods and Housing submitted a report on the Draft 
Inner North West Area Vision. 
 



The purpose of the report was to present the Area Committee with a draft 
vision statement and to seek feedback on the document. 
 
Kate Baldwin, North West Area Management presented the report and 
responded to Members’ queries and comments. 
 
Discussion ensued on the contents of the report and appendices with a 
request for the Kirkstall ward to be included within the body of the Draft Vision 
Statement which was agreed by those Members present. 
 

(a) The report and appendices were noted. 
(b) The draft vision statement as referred to in appendix 1 of the report 

was noted and Members were requested to forward their comments to  
North West Area Management to assist in the development of a final 
version. 

 
Area Delivery Plan 2007/08 (Agenda Item 11) 

 
The Director of Neighbourhoods and Housing submitted a report on the Area 
Delivery Plan for 2007/08. 
 
The purpose of the report was to present the Area Committee with a final 
version of the Area Delivery Plan for 2007/08. 
 
Appended to the report was a copy of a document entitled “Inner North West 
Area Delivery Plan 2007/08” for the information/comment of the meeting. 
 
Jason Singh, North West Area Management presented the report and 
responded to Members’ queries and comments. 
 
Detailed discussion ensued on the contents of the report and appendices. 
 
In summary, specific reference was made to the following issues:- 
 

• Members requested that the document be made sharper and more 
focussed, if possible 

 

• ADP Code PD2 Housing and  noting that the Housing Strategy Sub 
group would address empty property issues in the area 

 

• the Regeneration and Planning sections in the ADP and the need for 
them to be linked together 

 

• ADP Code PD6 Local Design Statements seeking clarification of the 
need to be made as to whether funding has been approved by the Area 
Committee. 

 

• ADP Code CYP2 Recreational Facilities with confirmation that funding 
had been obtained in respect of the promotion and use of the 
Blackman Grove MUGA 



 
(a) The report and appendices were noted. 
(b) It was agreed that in view of the meeting being inquorate, the Area 

Delivery Plan for 2007/08 be revised and submitted to the Special Area 
Committee meeting in April 2007 for consideration. 

 
Neighbourhood Improvement Plan Update (Agenda Item 12) 

 
The Director of Neighbourhoods and Housing submitted a report on the 
Neighbourhood Improvement Plan. 
 
The purpose of the report was to provide an update on the neighbourhood 
improvement schemes that were taking place in Inner North West Leeds. 
 
The report outlined the draft neighbourhood improvement plans (NIPs), 
actions to date and information on future developments. 
 
Appended to the report were copies of the following documents  for the 
information/comment of the meeting:- 
 
(a) Hawksworth Wood Draft Neighbourhood Improvement Plan  

(Appendix 1 refers) 
(b) Weetwood Ward – Silk Mills / Tinshills Neighbourhood Improvement 

Planning Area (Appendix 2 refers) 
(c) HAT Priority Neighbourhood Action Plan (Appendix 3 refers) 
 
Jason Singh, North West Area Management presented the report and 
responded to Members’ queries and comments. 
 
Detailed discussion ensued on the contents of the report and appendices. 
 
In summary, specific reference was made to the following issues:- 
 

• the need for officers to revisit the Action Plans, involving all Members 
and for the report to be re-submitted to a future Area Committee. 

 

• the need to undertake some public consultation on the plans 
 

The report and appendices were noted. 
 
Area Manager's Report (Agenda Item 13) 

 
The Director of Neighbourhoods and Housing submitted an Area Manager’s 
Report which included updates on Little London Regeneration Proposals, 
Royal Park School, Kirkstall District Centre Redevelopment, Headingley 
Primary School and Headingley Town and District Centre Regeneration 
Scheme. 
 
The North West Area Manager presented the report and responded to 
Members’ queries and comments. 



 
In summary, specific reference was made to the following issues:- 
 

� noting the review of the decision to dispose and refurbish for sale as 
affordable housing the three Lovells high rise blocks 

 

• the need to revisit the Headingley Town and District Centre 
Regeneration Scheme 

 
The report was noted. 
 
A Plan for Delivering Affordable Housing in Leeds (Agenda Item 14) 

 
The Director of Neighbourhoods and Housing submitted a report setting out 
the background to the establishment of the Affordable Housing Task Force 
and on the subsequent production of the Affordable Housing Delivery Plan 
“Making the Housing Ladder Work”. 
 
In summary, specific reference was made to the following issues:- 
 

• the definition of the wording ‘affordable’ 
 

• the need to focus on affordable Council housing 
 

• the need to focus on those powers available to the Council in respect 
of empty properties 

 

• the need to refer this issue to the Housing Strategy Group for 
discussion and to set up a web link to the full plan 

 

• the view expressed that Inner North West needs its own strategy which 
addresses the uniqueness of the property market characteristics in the 
area 

 
(a) The report was noted. 
(b) The Committee supported the principles of the Plan for Delivering 

Affordable Housing in Leeds and the key actions required for delivery. 
(c) The Committee noted that a proposal to develop a “Special Purposes 

Vehicle” in respect of cleared Council land was being developed as 
one of the key mechanisms to deliver affordable housing solutions on 
the scale required. 

 
The Children and Young People's Plan Review 2007 (Agenda Item 15) 

 
The Director of Children’s Services submitted a report requesting Members 
support and input into the ongoing review of the Leeds Children and Young 
People’s Plan (CYPP). 
 
The report also provided the meeting with a summary of the purpose, content 
and structure of the Children and Young People’s Plan and highlighted the 



issues and concerns that were emerging through the evaluation work of 
services and partners. 
 
Appended to the report was a copy of a document entitled “Children and 
Young People’s Plan Review – Emerging Issues” for the information/comment 
of the meeting. 
 
Keith Burton, Deputy Director, Children’s Services, Chief Executive’s 
Department presented the report and responded to Members’ queries and 
comments. 
 
In summary, specific reference was made to the following issues:- 
 

• clarification of the development of educational progression routes for 
young people with mental health needs 

 

•  clarification of the statement in relation to young people achieving 
personal learning goals 

 

• the need to encourage less able children to work with able children and 
for individual learning plans to be introduced 

 
(a) The report and appendices were noted. 
(b) The Committee supported those priorities now outlined which reflect 

local understanding of what matters to local children, young people, 
families and communities for inclusion in the Children and Young 
People’s Plan review and locality plans. 

(c) The Committee requested North West Area Management to collate 
Members responses on the Plan with a view to a report being prepared 
for the Children and Young People’s Sub Group. 

 
Local Authority Appointments to Outside Bodies - Ireland Wood 
Children's Centre Management Committee (Agenda Item 16) 

 
It was agreed that in view of the meeting being inquorate, this item be referred 
to the Special Area Committee meeting in April 2007 for consideration. 
 
Dates and Times of Area Committee Meetings 2007/08 (Agenda Item 17) 

 
It was agreed that in view of the meeting being inquorate, this item be referred 
to the Special Area Committee meeting in April 2007 for consideration. 
 
 
 
 
 
(The meeting concluded at 8.45 pm). 
 
 
 


